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Following the Toreros' final 
home game of the season, the 
University of San Diego's women's 
basketball head coach Cindy Fisher 
placed an emphasis on success in 
the West Coast Conference (WCC) 
Championship. 
"It's just about getting better 
every game we can until that 
conference tournament gets here 
and then going in there to win that 
thing," Fisher said. 
Three weeks later, USD found 
themselves right where Fisher 
said they would be — playing the 
championship game of the WCC 
tournament. Tuesday, they took 
on top seed Gonzaga University 
at Orleans Arena in Las Vegas, 
Nevada. The Toreros battled to the 
end of their championship game 
against the Bulldogs, but in the end, 
Gonzaga won. 
The Toreros got off to a hot start 
against the Bulldogs, hitting seven 
of their first 11 shots early before 
getting out to a 25-20 lead to end 
the first quarter. Senior forward 
Sydney Williams got USD started 
on offense with nine points. Sixth-
year Maya Hood also grabbed four 
rebounds to open the game. 
As the second quarter of play 
went on, Williams stepped up 
for the Toreros, scoring seven of 
her team-high 23 points as the 
Toreros marched closer to halftime. 
However, the Toreros were unable 
to hold onto their lead. After eight 
points from Gonzaga forward 
Jill Barta, as well as a 13-0 run on 
offense, the Bulldogs came back to 
take a 37-30 lead. 
USD was able to climb their way 
back into a 40-39 lead following a 
7-0 run, but they wouldn't be able to 
maintain it. 
Going into halftime, the 
Bulldogs led 45-40. Following 
halftime, Gonzaga only extended 
their lead. Poor shooting in the third 
quarter led to the Toreros having 
a four-and-a-half-minute scoring 
drought, which brought the score to 
61 -50 in favor of the Bulldogs going 
into the final quarter of play. 
As the time ticked away on 
what may have been USD's final 
game of the season, the Toreros 
were unable to close the deficit. 
Though they would pull within 
six points following a layup from 
redshirt senior forward Alexandria 
Young with 25 seconds to play, the 
Bulldogs finished strong, and won 
the game, 79-71. 
Head coach Cindy Fisher 
said that Gonzaga's Jill Barta and 
her performance in the game 
contributed to their loss. Barta 
scored 32 total points in the game. 







It is not strange to see non-
students and faculty wander around 
campus on any given day — many 
people walk their dogs, attend mass 
at the Immaculata, or simply tour 
the campus. But when a religious 
group comes on campus and 
tweets start circulating that they are 
sex trafficking, the University of San 
Diego community might question 
the safety of their home. 
Almost every evening, after 
the sun has set, members from 
the World Mission Society Church 
of God come to the USD campus. 
Usually in pairs, they approach 
students and discuss their message. 
More often than not, the religious 
groups will ask students if they are 
religious, and discuss Bible verses 
with them. Common topics or ideas 
that they discuss are Passover or the 
idea of 'God the Mother,' in which 
they claim that there is a "Mother 
God" along with Father God. 
In the past month, there has 
been a barrage of social media posts 
with thousands of shares alleging 
the church of being sex traffickers. 
One of them reads: 
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FUSO's Pilipino Culture Night 
Filipino Ugnayan Student Organization showcases Filipino culture and celebrates diversity at USD 
On Saturday March 4, FUSO 
(Filipino Ugnayan Student 
Organization) hosted "Pilipino 
Culture Night" in Camino Hall's 
Shiley Theatre. The event was 
designed to showcase the greatest 
aspects of Filipino culture and 
celebrate the diversity of the 
USD student body. The evening 
was broken into three sections: 
a dinner with traditional Filipino 
foods, a performance by YouTuber 
AJ Rafael, and a play featuring the 
members of FUSO. There were also 
performances from USD's Less 
Than Three (LT3) dance team and 
Folklorico and Mariachi Association 
of USD (FAMA). 
Beginning at 6 p.m., a variety 
of traditional Filipino dishes were 
served to the attendees of the 
event. The dishes served included 
Lumpia, Pancit, Chicken Adobo, and 
Sisig. Lumpia, a type of spring roll 
that includes meat or vegetables, 
was a crowd favorite that went fast. 
Pancit is a Filipino noodle dish with 
See FUSO, Page 13 
Basketball makes WCC run 
USD women's basketball advances to WCC final, but loses to Gonzaga 
The night featured traditional Filipino food, performer AJ Rafael, a historical play about the Philippines in WWII, and two dance groups. 
Cyrus Lange/The USD Vista 
Sixth-year forward Maya Hood was named to the WCC-A11 Tournament Team. 
Photo courtesy of Avalon Koenig/USD Athletics 
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Religious group raises concerns 
Group members of outside group approach Toreros on campus and some question the group's motives 
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NEWS 
Members of the World Mission Society Church of God visit USD's campus at night to discuss their church's values with students. 
Lilyana Espinoza/The USD Vista 
Religious group from Page 1 
"PSA: LADIES ON COLLEGE 
CAMPUSES: IF ANYONE COMES 
UP TO YOU & TRIES TO TELL YOU 
ABOUT 'GOD THE MOTHER' WALK 
AWAY AND GET HELP! IT'S A FORM 
OF SEX TRAFFICKING!!!! GOOGLE IT 
AND BECOME AWARE!! SPREAD THE 
WORD!!!!" 
The user, @silviaxvi, who shared 
the post, added that the group is at 
Parkway Plaza, Fashion Valley, San 
Diego State University, Grossmont 
College, University of California, 
San Diego, Southwestern College, 
Balboa Park, and on doorsteps. 
This religious group has been seen 
nationwide, however. In fact, the 
University of Memphis has placed 
several members of the World 
Mission Society Church of God 
on criminal trespass status on its 
campus. 
Senior Kennedy Avery was 
approached by two members of this 
church on Feb. 14 on campus. She 
was studying alone by the fire pits 
outside of the Torero Store. Avery 
described her experience with the 
pair that approached her. 
"There was the one thing that 
took me off-guard, they didn't say 
anything (when they approached 
me)," Avery said. "They just started 
talking to me and said, 'Here, let me 
tell you about this.'And they weren't 
like, "Hi, can I talk to you?"' 
Avery noted that the couple 
seemed confrontational when they 
started talking to her, but were not 
pushy when she declined more 
information about the church. 
According to Public Safety, USD 
has received multiple reports of the 
group on campus. The last report 
received was on Feb. 12. In one 
of the reported incidents, a tweet 
similar to the aforementioned social 
media post was provided to Public 
Safety. Public Safety forwarded the 
reports to the San Diego Police 
Department and is looking into the 
reports. 
Prior to any group receiving 
permission to be on campus, USD 
has a vetting process and policy. 
Captain Quinton Kawahara of 
Public Safety explained the process 
of obtaining permission to be on 
campus. 
"All external groups are required 
to fill out an 'external clients' request 
form prior to receiving permission 
to be on campus," Kawahara said. 
"The process starts by filling out 
the 'external clients' request form 
and is initially routed through 
the University Scheduling office. 
Once the form has been received, 
the University Scheduling office 
disseminates the request form to 
various divisions on campus as 
needed for review." 
According to Public Safety, the 
religious group has not filled out an 
external clients request form. 
Kawahara noted Public Safety 
has taken action against individuals 
in the past that were similar to 
cases at the University of Memphis, 
and have determined them to be 
a continuous trespass issue. In 
order to maximize student safety, 
Public Safety has taken measures to 
increase security. 
"Public Safety has increased 
vehicle and foot patrol in the areas 
that this group was last reported 
to have been," Kawahara said. 
"Immediate reporting of similar or 
suspicious incidents or persons are 
essential in being able to intervene 
and take the appropriate action." 
Although they have increased 
vehicle and foot patrol. Public 
Safety has not been able to contact 
the members of the church who are 
coming onto USD's campus. 
"Immediate notification to 
Public Safety is essential in these 
incidents," Kawahara said. "Public 
Safety has not been able to contact 
this group as they are long-gone 
once we have received the initial 
report." 
Kawahara also noted that the 
last-reported incidents were hours 
and sometimes days after the initial-
reported incident, which makes it 
more difficult for Public Safety to 
track the group. 
Although social media posts 
allege that the church is sex 
trafficking, many other sources 
have claimed the posts to be false. 
Cops in Lexington, Kentucky have 
declared: 
"We have investigated this 
complaint and have found nothing 
to substantiate that this group is or 
has been involved in any criminal 
activity." 
Ami Carpenter is an associate 
professor at the Joan B. Kroc 
School of Peace Studies at USD. 
She is currently researching gang 
involvement in sex trafficking in 
San Diego County and applied 
research on the San Diego County 
Advisory Council on Human and 
Child Sex Trafficking. After viewing 
the social media posts and sending 
them to practitioners and rescue 
organizations she has worked with, 
she claimed that the social media 
posts are most likely a hoax. 
In addition to Carpenter, Avery 
also believes that the church is not 
involved in sex trafficking, based on 
her own personal encounter with 
them. 
"I haven't looked into what 
people are saying about, or about 
how my experience compares to 
what those are like," Avery said."But I 
would say I don't know how it would 
be plausible. Just because they 
seem genuinely knowledgeable 
about what they were talking about 
and that they genuinely believed 
in it and cared about it, and there 
was no extra push to say, 'No, I don't 
want information.'" 
Additionally, the World Mission 
Society Church of God released a 
statement in response to the social 
media posts alleging them of sex 
trafficking. Once excerpt reads: 
"Recently, we were made aware 
of a social media post in which 
someone appears to accuse the 
Church and its members of being 
linked to a ring of sex/human 
trafficking. Nothing could be further 
from the truth. We are a church of 
Christian love and denounce any 
such activities wherever they may 
be carried out." 
Even though some have 
declared the social media posts 
as hoaxes, the church may still be 
endangering students. They often 
encourage students to come off 
campus to visit their church or to 
come to a Bible study, and Public 
Safety encourages students to be 
careful about accepting invitations 
to off-campus events. 
"Students should not 
impulsively attend," Kawahara said. 
"If students are interested in a similar 
group, the University Ministry office 
would be a good start for similar 
resources and options." 
In addition, there are several 
testimonies from several ex-
followers of the World Mission 
Society Church of God claiming 
that the church is cult-like. A 
People.com article told the story 
of Michele Colon, an ex-member 
who expressed that the church is a 
doomsday cult and that members 
would even encourage women to 
get abortions and force members 
to give the church 10 to 15 percent 
of salaries. However, the church 
denied these claims. 
Rick Alan Ross, an author 
and the director of the Trenton, 
New Jersey-based Cult Education 
Institute, specializes in studying cult 
organizations. In an article with the 
Pocono Record, he claimed that the 
church is a cult that brainwashes 
members, breaks apart families, and 
-Kennedy Avery 
takes large sums of money from its 
members. 
The World Mission Society 
Church of God denied any claims 
of them being associated with sex 
trafficking or being a cult, so there 
is currently no way to determine the 
possible criminality of their actions. 
Public Safety advises USD students 
who are approached by this group 
on campus to walk away and 
contact Public Safety immediately if 
they feel uncomfortable. 
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"Immediate notification to Public Safety is essential 
in these incidents. Public Safety has not been able 
to contact this group as they are long-gone once we 
have received the initial report." 
-Captain Quinton Kawahara 
"But I would say I don't know how it would be 
plausible. Just because they seem genuinely 
knowledgeable about what they were talking about 
and that they genuinely believed in it and cared 
about it, and there was no extra push to say, 'No, I 
don't want information.'" 
Lilyana Espinoza 
News Editor 
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Accessing an ambulance at USD 
Public Safety clarifies how to call an ambulance in a medical emergency on campus 
PUBLIC SAFETY OPEN HOUSE 
Wednesday. April 4 
UC Forums A&B 
1 2 - 2  p . m .  
Come meet the Chief for 
P u b l i c  S a f e t y ,  O f f i c e r s  a n d  
Staff. 
Meet Batman as he partners 
with Public Safety. 
Free Habit Burger with visit. 
See you there! 
Junior Jeff Keeler had never 
experienced pain like this before. 
Keeler had just completed a 
workout with his NROTC unit, and 
even in his time as a high school 
athlete, no pain could compare to 
the sharp pain coming from his 
chest. He realized that he needed 
help, and to make matters more 
frightening, Keeler was alone. 
"I had returned to Camino, 
but it was roughly 6:45 a.m. so no 
one was awake, nor did I want to 
wake anyone to help me, since I 
figured if I didn't know what it was 
then it might as well be me to call 
emergency services (rather) than 
another uninformed freshman," 
Keeler said. 
In that moment, Keeler 
remembered that calling Public 
Safety (PSafe) would be the most 
efficient way to receive help. 
"I don't remember when or 
where I was told this, but I recalled 
being told to always call PSafe first 
because they could get to me faster 
and would know where to go to get 
to me, i.e. would know what Camino 
Hall is specifically," Keeler said. 
Keeler recalled that it took PSafe 
about 10 minutes to locate him 
and concluded that he needed an 
ambulance. It took the ambulance 
another 10 minutes to get to 
campus. Keeler said he was lucky 
he was able to wait, but someone 
experiencing a more urgent medical 
emergency could not wait that long. 
"That timeframe (that it took an 
ambulance to get to me) is much 
too long for someone in distress — I 
just happened to be able to wait 
for it," Keeler said. "For someone, 
say, having a heart attack, the 
ambulance would not have gotten 
there in time if that person called 
PSafe first." 
It was determined at the hospital 
that Keeler suffered a partially 
collapsed lung. Looking back two 
years later, Keeler realized just how 
frightening his situation was. 
"Thinking back on it, it's actually 
kind of scary how long it took the 
ambulance to get to me," Keeler 
said. "As I said before, if there had 
been a bigger medical emergency, 
it may not have been able to save 
the person who needed help. Also 
keep in mind that the 20-minute 
timeframe was in spite of the fact 
that I called the emergency (2222) 
number. If someone in the future 
only has PSafe's (7777) number then 
it would probably take longer." 
Chief James Miyashiro explained 
how in life-threatening situations 
Public Safety leads ambulances onto campus in order to ensure they can locate the student in need of assistance. 
PSafe will take action instead of 
waiting for an ambulance to arrive. 
"We carry in our patrol vehicles 
not only first aid kits but we also 
have defibrillators," Miyashiro said. 
"We usually will show up on scene 
first and a lot of times we don't want 
to move people, we don't want to do 
anything that is beyond our realm. 
But we will be there and let people 
know help is on its way and again if 
it is a life threatening situation we 
will do first aid." 
According to official PSafe 
records, the number of medical 
calls for various reasons has in fact 
declined from 176 calls in 2016 to 
126 calls in 2017. 
A recent news report from San 
Diego NBC 7 stated that EMTs and 
medics in the San Diego area have 
noticed lower staffing. According to 
these sources, this is causing slower 
response times in the San Diego 
area. 
Chief Miyashiro elaborated on 
the response time of ambulances 
arriving at USD. 
"I haven't noticed (the EMT 
shortages) as an issue because it 
-Jeff Keeler 
depends on the types of calls that 
we get," Miyashiro said. "If we call 
for non-life threatening things such 
as an evaluation of someone who is 
intoxicated, those will take longer 
than 20 minutes. For life saving 
situations and medical aids they are 
here pretty quick." 
A Residential Assistant (RA) on 
campus is trained to call PSafe first if 
any of their residents appear to be in 
need of medical assistance. 
Junior Dale Allen, an RA in the 
University Terrace Apartments 
(UTAs) on campus, explained the 
procedures students should follow 
if they need medical assistance. 
"The resident will call (their 
RA) first, and then the procedure 
would then be to get there, assess 
the situation, see if everyone is safe 
and if not then we would call PSafe," 
Allen said. "PSafe would come and, 
based on the situation, the RA could 
say on the phone that the resident 
needs an ambulance because the 
resident is not well, or we call PSafe 
to come and assess the situation." 
Allen explained why the best 
option is to call PSafe first. 
"The main difference between 
calling PSafe and 911 is (that) 911 
would be like,'Where are the UTAs?"' 
Allen said. "They would have no 
idea." 
Before Allen was an RA he 
experienced a situation that made 
him have to decide whom to call for 
help first. 
"My friend drank too much 
and I was called," Allen said. "I told 
them, 'Guys this is not safe. Let's 
call PSafe.' I went straight to calling 
PSafe and then PSafe brought in 
Res Life and PSafe carted him out. I 
kind of was (aware to call PSafe first), 
but honestly I didn't know about 
the straight procedure of it until I 
became an RA." 
Although calling PSafe's 
"Thinking back on it, it's actually kind of scary how 
long it took the ambulance to get to me. As I said 
before, if there had been a bigger medical emergency, 
it may not have been able to save the person who 
needed help." 
Cyrus Lange/The USD Vista 
emergency (2222) number on 
campus is the best number to call 
in an emergency. Chief Miyashiro 
explained why calling 911 would 
not prolong an ambulance to 
getting to campus. 
"If (a student) is on campus 
they should call (2222)," Miyashiro 
said. "That is our emergency line 
that goes directly to our dispatch 
and that way we can get them 
the services for whatever they 
want. We can connect directly 
to fire, ambulance services, San 
Diego Police Department, any of 
those things. The other option if 
they don't dial 2222, because that 
is not something that they may 
remember, they can always dial 911. 
We are able to listen in to 911 calls 
that generate from our location. If 
somebody picks up the phone and 
calls 911 right now it is going to 
be routed to what a Public Safety 
channel that connects the dispatch 
to law enforcement, fire, whatever 
services they need. We then pick it 
up as well and it is recorded." 
If a student is trying to remember 
who to call for emergency medical 
assistance, the MySDMobile app, 
under Safety Check, has listed 
PSafe's emergency and non­
emergency contact information 
that makes calling for help quick 
and easy. 
An ambulance and fire truck arrived in front of La Paloma in response to a medical emergency. 
Cyrus Lange/The USD Vista 
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Some may wonder what 
it would be like to live in a 
technologically advanced society 
that isolates itself by posing as a 
developing nation. "Black Panther" 
gives viewers the virtual chance 
to fulfill those desires. The main 
character T'Challa returns home 
to Wakanda (a fictional African 
nation) to succeed the throne after 
the death of his father, the king 
of Wakanda. T'Challa's strength 
is tested when a powerful, old 
enemy appears and puts the fate 
of Wakanda and the entire world 
in danger. 
"Black Panther" is an American 
superhero film released Feb. 16, 
2018. According to Forbes, "Black 
Panther" earned $400 million in 
the 10 days after its release, which 
minorities don't feel safe and as a 
result I think we're seeing a bigger 
push for activism as a society, and 
I think this movie sort of reflects 
that as much as a superhero movie 
can. A lot of people are looking to 
support minorities and those that 
feel under attack in the current 
political climate and presidential 
administration, so I think that it 
was a good time to release this 
movie." 
Jesse Mills, chair and associate 
professor of the ethnic studies 
department, spoke about the 
direct and indirect messages 
throughout the film. 
"The film has messages 
of black and African strength, 
equality, humanity, power, and 
black women's power," Mills said. "I 
think the most important themes, 
centering Africa and centering 
black identity and culture, are 
just that there is strength, there's 
"In the current political climate, minorities don't 
feel safe and as a result I think we're seeing a bigger 
push for activism as a society and I think this movie 
sort of reflects that as much as a superhero movie 
can. 
makes it the third-fastest grosser 
of all time to get to $400 million, 
just behind "Jurassic World" 
($404 million) and "The Force 
Awakens" ($540 million). Over the 
weekend, the film surpassed "Star 
Wars" in total sales. As stated by 
Forbes, "Black Panther" has the 
potential to be the second-biggest 
superhero movie and the biggest 
solo superhero grosser ever in 
North America. 
Senior Jacqueline Almeida 
found the timing of the film's 
release to be appropriately aligned 
with the current state of politics in 
the United States, which allowed 
for the potential to make it highly 
relatable to the audience. 
"I think being under the Marvel 
name and having introduced the 
Black Panther in a previous movie 
brought some hype, but I also 
think the timing in the release of 
this movie helped," Almeida said. 
"In the current political climate, 
-Jacqueline Almeida 
a vision of justice, there is a 
vision of humanity that is very 
powerful coming from an African 
perspective. It also has overtones 
about justice — ones about kind 
of like what world we do live in 
versus what kind we should live in 
— just like most other superhero 
movies." 
As one of the first superhero 
films with a black protagonist, the 
film had symbolic significance that 
Mills acknowledged. 
"I believe that the celebration 
of the cultural and identity aspects 
that African Americans do still 
resonate with is part of what 
brings community together," Mills 
said. "It's part of why the box office 
was so successful. It has a very 
strong grounding and a timely and 
needed message in a timely and 
needed set of symbols for African 
Americans today." 
However, Mills mentioned 
that the film's messages should 
not be intended for just one 
demographic. 
"I wouldn't say (the film is 
exclusively for) African Americans," 
Mills said."I think people in general 
are really sick of the misogynist, 
racist, sexist, classist piece that's 
going on and predominates our 
society now." 
As with any complex film, what 
qualifies it as successful is up for 
interpretation, and is not limited 
to any one factor. Senior Tadzio 
Dlugolecki as well as Almeida 
offered their perspectives on the 
film's success. 
Dlugolecki credits part of 
the success of "Black Panther" to 
the widely popular soundtrack 
produced by rapper Kendrick 
Lamar. 
"Once I heard about Kendrick, 
I became very interested in the 
release," Dlugolecki said. "The 
movie had been on my radar for 
some time due to the previews. 
Then a couple weeks before the 
launch of the film I read that 
Kendrick had been appointed 
to produce the soundtrack. 
Apparently he was brought on 
initially to just make one track, but 
then he and the director hit it off 
and he really became invested in 
the project." 
It was not only the presence 
of impeccable music, but also 
the direction of the film that 
impressed Dlugolecki. 
"Without a doubt 'Black 
Panther' broke the mold of the 
typical box-office hit," Dlugolecki 
said. "I think a large part of that 
is due to the director, Ryan 
Coogler. Including 'Black Panther,' 
he has directed a grand total of 
three films. His first two films 
were dramas, so I think he had a 
fresh perspective on the typical 
superhero movie. Clearly that has 
paid off." 
Like Mills, Dlugolecki picked up 
on some of the indirect messages 
interwoven within the plot. 
"One that I picked up on was 
the prosperous nations should 
use their wealth to help their less-
fortunate neighbors, as opposed 
to keeping it all for themselves," 
Dlugolecki said. "In the film, 
Wakanda was the example of a 
"Black Panther" is a Marvel Studios film that was released on Feb. 16,2018. 
Photo courtesy of Black Panther/Wikipedia 
Students attended a movie night co-hosted by the Black Student Resource Center and Torero Program Board. 
Photo courtesy of Vayunamu Bawa 
wealthy and powerful nation, but 
the same could easily be applied 
to the United States." 
Most Marvel films follow the 
same mold, but "Black Panther" 
was able to differentiate itself from 
its predecessors. 
"The hero and villain were 
much more nuanced in their 
character," Dlugolecki said. "The 
typical superhero movie is black 
and white — there's a good guy 
and then there's a bad guy, simple 
as that. However, in real life things 
are rarely so clear-cut. So I was very 
happy to see that the movie didn't 
perpetuate these archetypes. I 
was also impressed by the level of 
character development in the film. 
It was so effective — I really did 
feel for the villain." 
Critics claim that the film is a 
force to be reckoned with because 
it destroys Hollywood's long-held 
perception that movies with black 
leads don't perform as well as ones 
with white leads. 
"In the same way 'Wonder 
Woman' showed moviemakers 
that a female superhero lead 
can make a ton of money. I think 
'Black Panther' will show people 
that films that star black people 
can too (make a lot of money)," 
Almeida said. Big, starring roles 
almost always go to white people, 
and I hope this movie can inspire 
a change that leads to a more 
diverse casting in Hollywood." 
While on The Daily Show, 
actress Lupita Nyong'o, who 
plays Nakia in "Black Panther," 
commented on the fact that none 
of the cast has straight hair in 
the film. She claimed, "Before the 
advent of the white man, black 
people on the continent were 
doing all sorts of things with their 
hair. The idea of extensions and all 
that is not new. But the shaming 
or rejecting of kinks and curls 
is new. That did come with the 
white man. And so in the story, 
Wakanda is a country that's never 
been colonized. So they embrace 
themselves. They have their own 
sense of what is beautiful." 
Mills echoed Nyong'o's 
sentiment and explained the 
historical significance of such a 
hairstyle. 
"It's not an issue just in Africa, 
it's an issue in other communities 
as well," Mills said. "Straightening 
of hair is tied to Eurocentrism and 
it's tied to racist ideals of beauty 
that blacks in this country have 
had to wrestle with constantly. 
Blacks are not viewed as beauty in 
this country and never have been, 
so that becomes an important 
step." 
"Black Panther" poses many 
thought-provoking scenes and 
messages for discussion. The 
film contains timely messages 
such as the need for activism in 
what could be deemed a hostile 
political climate. What makes the 
film stand apart from its other 
Marvel precursors is the film's 
potential to become more than 
just another superhero movie — 
to be a cultural moment. 
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Should teachers carry guns? 
After recent mass shootings,  President Trump suggested some faculty should be armed on campuses 
Tori Thomas 
Contributor 
it's easy to think, when sitting 
upon the high hill of the University 
of San Diego, that it is unaffected 
by the surrounding world around 
us. However, as more reports 
of gun violence at academic 
institutions enter the news cycle, it 
becomes harder to ignore the real 
fact that firearms could affect this 
very community. 
On Feb. 14 a mass shooting 
occurred at Stoneman Douglas 
High School in Parkland, Florida 
killing 17 people — all of whom 
were students and faculty 
members. According to the 
Washington Post, this is the fifth 
reported school shooting, and 
according to Shooting Tracker the 
36th mass shooting this year. In 
the aftermath of yet another gun-
related tragedy, there has been a 
resurgence of the gun debate. 
Now the question of whether 
Americans should be allowed 
to own a firearm in any capacity 
remains. At a White House talk 
with the families and victims of 
the Parkland shooting, President 
Trump suggested arming up 
to 20 percent of trained faculty 
members as a potential solution to 
this controversy. 
Professor of anthropology 
Jocelyn Killmer objected to 
not what I signed up for when I 
became an educator." 
There are other professors 
who feel the same way. English 
professor Lisa Hemminger stated 
that there are complexities within 
the gun debate that have her 
falling somewhere in the middle, 
wishing for more regulation but 
still understanding the human 
desire for self-protection. 
"I would never agree to being 
armed," Hemminger said. "I would 
switch my job before I agreed to 
that." 
Professor Killmer explained 
that arming educators would 
only exacerbate the problem the 
U.S. currently faces. Not only that, 
but she expressed there could be 
a potential shift in the teacher-
student dynamic that could 
be detrimental to the learning 
process. 
"I would worry about what the 
students are thinking when they're 
looking at their teachers, who are 
supposed to be this nurturing 
figure in some ways," Killmer said. 
"The teacher is supposed to be 
creating a safe environment for 
learning. And then all of a sudden, 
the teacher's role would suddenly 
shift to policing. There are many 
children who have already had 
run-ins with law enforcement. 
To have that enter the classroom 
as well ... it doesn't seem like it's 
fostering the right kind of learning 
President Trump's suggestion that 
faculty should have the possibility 
of being armed. 
"I would feel completely 
uncomfortable," Killmer said. "I 
have never owned a gun and I 
don't want to own a gun. This is 
environment." 
Hemminger agreed that 
guns could be detrimental to the 
teacher-student relationship. 
"I think that a gun-carrying 
professor — even a responsible 
person with good intentions 
The controversy surrounding gun control has been long debated, but the recent shooting in Parkland, Florida has amplified it. 
Photo courtesy of Slowking4/ Wikimedia Commons 
7 would worry about what the students are 
thinking when they're looking at teachers who are 
supposed to be this nurturing figure in some ways." 
-Professor Jocelyn Killmer 
— would, at the very least, 
bolster the wall already present 
between students and teachers," 
Hemminger said. "I strive to break 
down differences between myself 
and students, not create more 
differences." 
It's not just the professors on 
campus who believe the classroom 
atmosphere could be changed for 
the worse if the professors carried 
guns. Sophomore Alexandra 
Unapanta also fears there might be 
a shift in the classroom dynamics 
if she knew a professor was armed 
during a lecture. 
"I would be more afraid to go 
to class because I don't know the 
professor's background," Unapanta 
said. "I don't know how they would 
react in that situation. I don't know 
their ways and actions and how 
they behave outside of school 
matters and teaching. A professor 
is a lot different as a person than 
when they have to teach a class." 
Sophomore Jake Sanborn 
holds a more neutral view in regard 
to the gun debate. He believes that 
as long as more restrictions are 
placed on the purchasing of guns, 
there should be nothing wrong 
with citizens, including professors, 
owning them. 
"I don't know many of my 
teachers as people," Sanborn 
said. "I would not be concerned 
for my safety, because I trust my 
professors, but I think I would 
be more aware in classroom. It's 
hard to generalize professor to 
professor how they'd react in that 
situation." 
Professors carrying weapons 
could potentially lead to tension 
between them and their students. 
It's hard to predict how someone 
will react in a life-threatening 
situation even if these people are 
trained as President Trump has 
suggested. 
"It would make me feel more 
on edge to have a violent weapon 
strapped to my body or anywhere 
within reach," Killmer said. 
Weapons could shift teachers' 
focus away from the lessons they 
are supposed to be teaching 
and serve as a fearful reminder 
of what could happen. It seems 
counterproductive to have the 
instructor's full attention not be 
on their students and the course 
material. 
On Feb. 28 a Georgia school 
was forced to evacuate after a 
teacher barricaded himself in the 
classroom and began firing a gun. 
Many people online have pointed 
to this as being a clear indication of 
why schools should not be arming 
educators. While USD is unsure 
whether President Trump's plans 
will actually come to fruition, the 
school's faculty and students, as 
well as others across the country, 
have vocalized their objections to 
this possible solution. 
Max Escutia/The USD Vista 
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Company values have power 
Companies' values can be a deciding factor for customers 
Taryn Beaufort 
Opinion Editor 
Companies affiliated with 
various organizations, beliefs, 
religions, etc. are not something 
new. Those affiliations may not 
be well-known — but they have 
always been there. Some may 
begin to wonder, "What if my 
favorite company goes against my 
personal values?"Chances are they 
might, but some could even align 
with personal beliefs as well. 
In-N-Out, Chick-fil-A, and 
Forever 21 are examples of a 
few businesses that market 
themselves as Christian or faith-
based companies. Coca-Cola's, 
Walmart's, and just about every 
U.S.-based airline company's 
support of the Republican Party 
can be dated back as well. On the 
other hand, some contemporary 
brands such as Apple, Starbucks, 
and Ben & Jerry's openly embrace 
the "change" agenda of the 
Democratic Party. 
Many companies support 
particular beliefs and causes such 
as AIDS, poverty, sustainability, or 
equal job opportunities as part of 
their mission statements. Junior 
Delilah Bishop takes all of this into 
consideration when she decides 
what brands to support and 
purchase from. 
"Things like this is what drives 
me to stay loyal to different 
companies," Bishop said. "I decided 
to get Toms (shoes) because they 
have an initiative to donate one 
pair of shoes to a child in need 
for every pair of shoes sold. I also 
buy Cotton On clothing because 
of their charity to help get clean 
water to those that don't have 
access." 
Bishop shared how one 
time a company's beliefs went 
completely against her values. 
"When Abercrombie claimed 
that they only believed a certain 
type of person could wear their 
clothes, I decided that I wouldn't 
step in their stores again," Bishop 
said. 
Some may think it is wrong for 
a company to take on a particular 
belief or stance on an issue, but 
Bishop doesn't think so. 
"I think it is right as long as 
they aren't being paid to express 
a certain view," Bishop said. 
"However, I think they should 
really think about the types of 
debate they decide to be a part of, 
because sometimes this can really 
affect their clientele. They must 
remember that they imprint on 
the public more than they think." 
Rather than risk offending and 
alienating their customers, most 
organizations and executives in 
the U.S. retail industry will not 
openly reveal their affiliations or 
positions. Senior Abby Schrader 
opposed that notion and doesn't 
understand why companies aren't 
more open. 
"I think that it's totally fine 
for businesses to act on the 
value system of their founders or 
owners," Schrader said. "However, 
I also think that if consumers are 
supposed to respect the values 
of businesses, then businesses 
should respect that consumers 
will take their business elsewhere 
when their values conflict." 
Although not always affected 
by the views of companies, 
Schrader tends to support those 
that have particular values. 
"Religious views don't affect 
where I shop," Schrader said. "But I 
try to avoid supporting companies 
that support industries like 
fossil fuels. I also try to pay close 
attention to the companies that 
support the LGBTQ community 
and give them my business 
whenever possible." 
A few companies such as 
FedEx, Enterprise Rent-A-Car, 
Norton Antivirus, Lifelock, and 
Alamo have discount programs 
for members of the National 
Rifle Association (NRA). Due to 
the recent shooting in Parkland, 
Florida, many of these companies 
have decided to cut ties with the 
NRA. FedEx, however, decided to 
continue their discount program. 
"In light of the 17 young lives 
that were lost in Parkland, it's 
very brave of these companies to 
risk losing the business of their 
potentially long-term customers 
in order to stand up for what 
they believe in," Schrader said. 
"We are what we do, so I think 
it's commendable that these 
companies are choosing to walk 
the walk in the overall gun reform 
debate instead of only sending 
thoughts and prayers after each 
mass shooting." 
Schrader commented on 
the subtle relationship between 
companies and their outside 
beliefs. 
"The beauty of the U.S. is 
that every industry is filled with 
company after company, all 
trying to win over your business," 
Schrader said."When you continue 
to give business to a company 
that supports an organization you 
don't agree with, your money is 
supporting that organization." 
Schrader said how she would 
react if she were to find out that 
a company's beliefs go too far 
against her own. 
"I have faith that, if I find out 
my favorite company supports 
something that completely goes 
against my own beliefs, there are 
plenty of better companies that 
will then get the chance to become 
my new favorite," Schrader said. 
On the bottom of In-N-Out's cups, wrappers 
Senior Sam Stephens seeks out 
companies that support his eco-
friendly philosophy. 
"Patagonia is a big one — I 
definitely support them," Stephens 
said."They are definitely not about 
wasting anything, trying to be 
sustainable as possible. I am into 
environmentalism, and everything 
they (Patagonia) stand for matches 
right up with mine." 
On Dec. 4, 2017, President 
Donald Trump made a 
proclamation announcing that his 
administration will be rescinding 
85 percent of Bears Ears National 
Monument and nearly half 
of Grand Staircase-Escalante 
National Monument. As it goes 
against their values, Patagonia 
decided to challenge Trump's 
decision in court. 
"I've enjoyed that back and 
forth between the White House 
and Patagonia," Stephens said. 
"Especially with the recent 
administration and what they have 
been doing with the environment. 
and containers are Bible verses. 
Cyrus Lange/ The USD Vista 
It's cool to see a company literally 
taking a stand and even going as 
far as challenging the President 
to court because they are going 
against their values." 
Stephens takes the stance that 
whether it is ethically correct for 
companies to occupy a particular 
position is circumstantial. 
"I think it depends to what 
extent,"Stephens said."If you think 
about banks and stuff supporitng 
candidates — basically just 
making it so someone gets elected 
— that's kind of messed up. But 
if it is something like Chick-fil-A 
or Patagonia that's supporting a 
point of view or like a group, that's 
alright." 
Values and beliefs are 
something that everyone 
inherently has — companies are 
no exception. How they choose 
to present themselves in regard 
to their beliefs is their own choice, 
but they must understand the 
effects it may or may not have on 
customer relations. 
Southern Baptist Sustainability 
patagonia 
Christian 
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Serra Hall event fosters debate 
Different scholars and members of Native American tribes discuss the future of Serra Hairs name 
John McNicholas 
Contributor 
Serra Hall, a prominent fixture 
on the University of San Diego's 
campus, was named in honor of St. 
Junipero Serra and features a statue 
of his likeness in a small courtyard in 
the front of the building. Hundreds 
of Toreros attend classes and work 
in Serra Hall every day, but some 
students may not understand the 
significance behind the building's 
name and his lasting effects on 
California history. In 1769 the 
Spanish Government began the 
Alta California Mission system. 
Backed by the power of the Spanish 
military, Catholic Priest Junipero 
Serra began the development of a 
California Mission system stretching 
from San Diego to San Francisco. 
St. Serra's contributions to 
California fundamentally changed 
its future and laid the foundations 
for the California that Toreros call 
home. The benefits this system 
gave to California were numerous 
and included a road network, 
November, AIISO hosted events 
to draw attention to their cause, 
beginning with an event outside 
Serra Hall last year. This event was 
intended to educate students 
on the history of St. Serra and 
provide a more complete picture 
of his historical actions, particularly 
toward the Native Americans 
adversely affected by the California 
Mission system he established. 
On Tuesday, Feb. 27, in Mother 
Rosalie Hill Hall's Warren Auditorium, 
debate continued about whether 
the name of Serra Hall should be 
changed. A discussion panel titled 
"Should we re-name Serra Hall?"had 
six speakers knowledgable on the 
subject of St. Serra who provided 
their perspectives and opinions 
on the issue. Members of the USD 
community interested in the debate 
attended the panel. The room had 
dozens of empty seats and was 
about half-full. 
The panelists were asked, "What 
is the history of St. Serra?" and, 
"Should the university rename Serra 
Hall?" Each panelist was allotted five 
minutes to offer their perspective 
"I think that the mission systems were an act 
of genocide. Just by USD having this statue on 
campus, it says to me that USD backs Father Serra. 
It is in USD's best interest to adhere to their mission 
statement and rename Serra Hall." 
-Alexii Sigona 
agriculture, infrastructure, and 
massive economic growth as towns 
became centered around the 
missions. However, the negative 
aspects of this system included the 
forced labor and captivity and death 
of many native peoples who lived 
near the missions. The natives often 
faced harsh working conditions and 
mistreatment in this system, and 
many died from these conditions. 
Last semester, the American 
Indian and Indigenous Student 
Association (AIISO) started an 
initiative to change the name of 
Serra Hall. AIISO requested the name 
change because St. Serra heavily 
influenced Spanish Mission system 
in California, which permanently 
affected Native American life and 
culture to this day. Native Americans 
had their tribal system dismantled 
upon the arrival of Europeans. In 
and answer the questions. The 
six panelists were University of 
California, Riverside Professor 
Steven W. Hackel, Ph.D., Cal State 
Long Beach American Indian Studies 
Professor Theresa Gregor, Ph. D, USD 
Political Science Professor Mike 
Williams, Ph.D, Alexii Sigona, USD 
History Professor Michael Gonzalez, 
Ph.D., and San Diego State Ethnic 
Studies Professor Olivia Chilcote, 
Ph.D. 
Teresa Gregor is a former USD 
professor who now teaches at Cal 
State Long Beach and is Native 
American. She was a panelist at the 
forum. 
"I taught in Serra with his mural 
greeting me every day and I found 
it ironic as a tribal descendant that 
I was teaching in a hall with his 
likeness,"Gregor said."The presence 
of his name and likeness in the 
building erases the presence of 
my ancestors and my family. I am 
not just for getting rid of Serra and 
replacing it. It needs to be balanced, 
putting things into balance will help 
to heal and reconcile." 
Alexii Sigona, a former USD 
student and Native American, was 
completely in favor of renaming 
Serra Hall. 
"I gained a big interest in the 
issue after the canonization of Father 
Serra," Sigona said. "Over 150,000 
Natives died in the California 
mission system and had less than 
a two-year life expectancy once 
beginning work at the missions. I 
think that the mission systems were 
an act of genocide. Just by USD 
having this statue on campus, it says 
to me that USD backs Father Serra. It 
is in USD's best interest to adhere to 
their mission statement and rename 
Serra Hall." 
Panelist Steven Hackel offered a 
different perspective. 
"Serra's name was put on the 
building because he was one of 
most influential Californians of the 
18th century," Hackel said. "We live 
in a society that wants to collapse 
everything down to a binary. In 
this case I would encourage you to 
avoid this. There is no secret, untold 
history of the California missions and 
St. Serra. People who don't agree 
with Serra being on buildings, this 
debate is counterproductive. What's 
missing is a proper commemoration 
of California Indians affected by 
the missions. Removing his name 
(from Serra Hall) will not accomplish 
much." 
Among the students present at 
the panel were sophomores Elaine 
Talley and Diana McGowan. Both 
students came to the event for extra 
credit, but were also interested in 
the information within the event. 
"I am here to earn extra credit for 
my history class," Talley said. "I was 
also interested in the conversation 
because of the controversy behind 
the name (Serra). If the school is 
interested in not offending any of 
the people they admit they should 
change the name. I don't think it 
would be a huge sacrifice to change 
the name." 
McGowan was an advocate for 
changing the name, but thought it 
to be unrealistic. 
"I am interested in seeing 
what Americans did to Native 
Americans, and interested to see if 
A statue of St. Junipero Serra, located outside of Serra Hall. 
Photo courtesy of Walker Chuppe 
we can acknowledge past mistakes," 
McGowan said. "I think it would be 
nice if we did change it because it 
would acknowledge the fact that it 
was a controversy. But realistically I 
do not believe that will happen. We 
will probably always refer to it as 
Serra Hall." 
One of the topics addressed 
at this panel was a lack of Native 
American representation on 
USD's campus. However, none 
of the panelists offered insight 
on the current Native American 
representation on campus. This 
includes the Native American 
representation already inside Serra 
Hall. The movement to change the 
name of Serra Hall was in part begun 
under the premise that Native 
Americans had no representation in 
Panelist members of the discussion talk about the different opinions concerning the change of the name of Serra Hall and St. Serra's effect on Native Americans in California. 
Cyrus Lange/The USD Vista 
the building. 
However, the David W. May 
American Indian Gallery lies 
inside Serra Hall, showcasing 
Native American art. The gallery is 
open Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and 
Thursdays from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. 
USD's campus also is home to the 
Kumeyaay Garden which honors 
the historical land and region of 
their tribe. 
The panelists were able 
to provide a great variety of 
perspectives on the issue of 
renaming Serra Hall. Covering 
both sides of the issue, the event 
was informative and helped paint 
a more complete picture of St. 
Serra and the California Mission. 
Both the positive aspects of Serra's 
presence, as well as negative were 
covered in a respectful manner that 
allowed the panelists to convey 
their perspectives on the issue. After 
the panelists concluded speaking, 
the event was then opened up to 
students and audience members 
to ask questions to the various 
speakers on the panel. One 
student stated that Indian history 
needs more public knowledge in 
opposition to Hackel, and another 
student noted that although there 
was discussion, changes were not 
being made. 
The event allowed Toreros 
of differing perspectives to have 
a shared space and respectful 
discussion on what they thought 
was the best course of action for 
Serra Hall's name. While the future 
of Serra Hall is still unknown, it will 
be decided through thoughtful 
conversation and lively debate by 
hopefully taking all perspectives 
into account. 
You don't need to 
remove labels from 
bottles and cans before 
recycling them. £ 
You cannot recycle 
plastic bags. 
You cannot 
recycle the lids 
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The University of San Diego has 
been ranked in the top 10 most 
environmentally-friendly colleges, 
but some members of the university 
and the San Diego community 
are still far from environmental 
awareness and knowledge. Here 
are some easy tips, common 
misconceptions, and a recycling 
guide to decrease your carbon 
footprint and make the world a 
cleaner place. 
r You can recycle ^ 
your old inkjet/ 
toner cartridges by 
intercampus mail to 
the General Services 
office. ^ 
r Ways to get "V 
involved at USD: ^ ^ P6C 
-Be Blue Go Green 
-Vigor Garden Club 1 * 
Associated Students I ̂  
-Sustainability Grant 3** 
%~fair Trade ^'u^^^eep in mind that al^ 
^recycling bins at USD 
I accept commingled 
l I recyclables, which means 
^ % that all recyclables can 
4* ^be recycled in the sames 
I ̂ bins. S 
whe^ rec-y 
Bring your old 
electronics to USD's 
own Electronics 
Recycling Center, just 
down the hill from 
main campus, j 
be v^ort 0^ee»A, 
f reusable bags when 
k shopping. ^Become vegetarian 
Jt or try to eat one 
meatless meal a 
n r y  to cut down week, 
shower times, even 
if it's only one or two Ĵ P 
L minutes shorter. 
Skip the bottled 
water and get a 
reusable one. 
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' Bring your own cup l 
to the coffee shop 
(USD gives discounts 
for bringing your own 
^ cups). 
Unplug your appliances 
when you're not using 
them — even if your 
phone charger isn't 
charging your phone, it's 
still using energy when it's 
. plugged into the wall, j 
Comw°ns ' 7  *  
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Grappling with mental health 





The feeling of being stuck 
in one's own body, numb, and 
unable to get out — as if invisible 
cement prevents any movement or 
motivation. Comparable to shackles 
around one's ankles, anxiety and 
depression, among other mental 
health concerns, can become 
debilitating beyond belief. 
One in four college students 
have a diagnosable mental illness 
and 50 percent have become so 
anxious that they struggle in school, 
according to the National Alliance 
on Mental Illness. 
Sophomore Hannah Sonberg 
revealed the difficulties in 
transitioning from high school 
to college in terms of her mental 
health. 
"Personally, I had dealt with 
depression all throughout high 
school and had been able to keep it 
manageable and liveable," Sonberg 
said. "During my first semester 
of freshman year, the stress of a 
new school, a change in scenery, 
harder courses, etc. put pressure 
on my mental health and made me 
manifest my depression and anxiety 
in ways I never had before." 
Sonberg's professors were 
understanding of the severity of 
mental health and its effects on 
academics. 
"From experience, I can also say 
that the professors on campus are 
The bulletin board in the Student Wellness Services office provides a variety of different tips, organizations, and support services that students can take advantage of. 
Cameron Fruehe/The USD Vista 
this means much more serious 
attention and awareness can be 
brought to depression and anxiety 
because of the fact that it does 
seem so prevalent, and because it is 
so talked about, especially within in 
adolescent and young adult culture." 
"In general, the stigma around mental health seems 
to be lifting, but it still has a ways to go. I think that 
depression and anxiety are looked upon as very 
normal and frequent, and can even be considered a 
sort of fashion statement to some." 
-Hannah Sonberg 
highly aware of the importance of 
mental health, and they tend to be 
accommodating to this," Sonberg 
said. "I have had days where I 
could not get out of bed, and upon 
emailing a professor the truth of 
a situation, course work could be 
worked around and accommodated 
for. I would encourage everyone 
to be open and honest about their 
struggles, whether that be to a 
counselor, a professor, a priest, or an 
advisor." 
USD's resources were crucial 
for Sonberg and her adjustment 
to college concerning her mental 
health. 
"I definitely think that USD offers 
quality resources, but I believe they 
are underused," Sonberg said. "The 
USD Counseling Center helped me 
jumpstart my path to recovery.They 
offer workshops as well as one-on-
one work which is really amazing." 
Sonberg believes that these 
resources may go unused because 
of the stigma accompanying mental 
health; a stigma which she hopes is 
beginning to dwindle. 
"In general, the stigma around 
mental health seems to be lifting, 
but it still has a ways to go,"Sonberg 
said. "I think that depression and 
anxiety are looked upon as very 
normal and frequent, and can even 
be considered a sort of fashion 
statement to some. This view can 
take away from the importance of 
the issue at hand. Nevertheless, 
Despite this aspect of the stigma 
lessening, Sonberg mentioned the 
work that needs to be done. 
"Unfortunately, this also means 
that other disorders like bipolar 
disorder, schizophrenia, OCD, 
etc. can be looked at as scary and 
unusual," Sonberg said. "Though 
some disorders may need more 
attention than others, depending on 
severity, in the treatment process, 
it does not mean that those with 
more serious disorders are 'crazy.' 
It is understandable and normal to 
be surprised by something that you 
have never seen before, but that 
should never degrade, undermine, 
or isolate the person dealing with it, 
as stigmas tend to do." 
Sonberg cautioned others 
to look beyond the stigma and 
understand that there is more to 
a person than their mental health 
status. 
"College is already a tough 
transition that brings about many 
realizations, some of which regard 
mental health," Sonberg said. "It's 
important that the state of mental 
health in any given person is not 
what is looked at before the rest of 
their being. It's socially callous to be 
judgmental towards a person with 
a physical disability, so why aren't 
mental disabilities and disorders 
regarded in the same way?" 
First-year Adam Ross shared 
Sonberg's sentiment about 
distancing mental health from the 
stigma that it receives. 
"I think (mental health) needs 
to be talked about in academic 
situations and extracurriculars and 
families, through different cultures, 
different outlets, different friend 
groups, through media, social 
media, and pop culture too," Ross 
said. 
Ross also spoke to his positive 
mental health practices which allow 
him to cope with stress in college. 
"Acknowledging my mental 
state, actively asking myself how 
I'm doing and evaluating my life 
and the world around me (is how I 
cope with stress)," Ross said. "I also 
find that I need to relax and enjoy 
life as well. I like consistent exercise, 
listening to podcasts, reading for 
fun, and going to the movies." 
Echoing Ross, sophomore 
Natalia Rosales shared what she 
wished she had known about 
mental health issues before coming 
to college. 
"I (wish I) would have been 
taught (about mental health issues) 
earlier or just how debilitating it is," 
Rosales said. "Because we know that 
it exists, but I don't think people 
recognize that because you can't 
see it doesn't mean that it's not very, 
very debilitating." 
Rosales talked about what she 
does to cope with her stress. 
"I go out every chance I get 
because I know personally, I'm 
very extroverted, so if I'm not 
around people for too long, I start 
to go nuts," Rosales said. "So when 
something is really bugging me I 
know I always have my friends." 
In recent years, there has been an 
increase in mental health concerns 
in college students. According to 
the Center for Collegiate Mental 
Health (CCMH) 2017 annual report, 
2016-2017 experienced the highest 
rates of anxiety ranking at 62.2 
percent, depression at 49.7 percent, 
and stress at 45.5 percent. These 
concerns are present in some 
college students. 
Christopher Burden, senior 
director of mental and behavioral 
health in the Student Wellness 
Department, gave a basic 
description of mental health. 
"Mental health is really a 
human experience of how we are 
as emotional, social, and thinking 
beings," Burden said. "Mental health 
really affects how we think and how 
we act."' 
Burden explained why college 
students specifically are at a higher 
risk of mental health issues than 
other demographics. 
"The traditional-aged college 
student is increasingly experiencing 
Finding ways to relax and taking 
study breaks are important for 
college students. In a high-stress 
environment, actively taking care 
of one's physical health and mental 
health is an important part to having 
a successful academic career. 
There are many resources on 
USD's campus that are available to 
students who are struggling with 
mental health if they wish to receive 
professional assistance. Students 
can make an appointment with the 
"College is a stressful time: you are trying to 
get your degree, (and) with the stress of doing 
well in academics and maintaining a social life, 
many college students struggle to meet the 
expectations placed on them." 
-Ashley Crady 
a lot of demands on their time," 
Burden said. "Students are 
experiencing more financial stress 
as education and living expenses 
increase. Also, the access to rapid 
information via our phones and 
social media increasingly adds stress 
and worry to students' lives. Lastly, 
students experience a greater sense 
of 'competition' for academic and 
vocational success within our global 
community." 
Senior Ashley Crady explained 
why she personally believes college 
students are at a higher risk for 
mental health issues. 
"I am taking 20 units right now 
and I feel anxious all the time,"Crady 
said. "College is a stressful time; 
you are trying to get your degree, 
(and) with the stress of doing well in 
academics and maintaining a social 
life, many college students struggle 
to meet the expectations placed on 
them." 
Crady has methods that help 
her with the stress she encounters. 
"Working out to relieve some 
stress, finding a balance between 
school and friends, getting enough 
sleep, and always trying my best on 
everything I do so that I don't stress 
over little things (are ways I cope 
with stress),"Crady said. 
Counseling Center located in Serra 
Hall, or visit the Student Health 
Center located in Maher Hall and 
the Center for Health and Wellness 
Promotion located in the Hahn 
University Center. 
Mental health issues are real 
and are a concern in some college 
students. College students go 
through a high amount of stress 
during their academic careers and 
there is nothing wrong with asking 
for help. There are resources on 
campus and off campus to help 
break the stigma of mental health 
and help stop the progression of 
this problem. 
Although mental health 
issues have been perceived with a 
negative connotation in the past, 
there have been several platforms 
in the last few years working to 
end those mental health stigmas, 
one of which includes social media 
platforms from celebrities. Mental 
health issues have been perceived 
as a topic that is bad and should 
be dismissed in society, leading to 
a lack of mental health education. 
Despite the stigma that still exists 
today, people are using platforms 
such as social media to promote 
mental health awareness and share 
their own stories. 
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Rain or shine CRSSD, the bi 
annual EDM festival, happened 
this past Saturday and Sunday, 
March 3 and 4. Even the gloomy 
weather on Saturday did not stop 
festivalgoers from enjoying the 
anticipated event. 
Located in Downtown San 
Diego at Waterfront Park, the 
festival started around noon and 
went all the way to 11 p.m. each 
day. 
Headliners such as Empire 
of the Sun, Gorgon City, Jai Wolf, 
Tiga, and Nora En Pure made it 
a sold-out event. Empire of the 
Sun brought the night to a close 
favorite artist I saw was Tchami. I 
had been waiting to see him for a 
long time and he had a great set 
right before Gorgon City." 
With four different stages 
CRSSD took over downtown. 
"The venue is awesome — it's 
right on the water downtown at 
Waterfront Park," Mulcahy said. 
"It's not too big, so you can walk 
from stage to stage super quickly 
and bump into a lot of people you 
know." 
But the fun didn't stop at the 
event. CRSSD announced earlier 
this year its CRSSD After Dark, 
which consists of afterparties 
scattered around Downtown San 
Diego. The parties were hosted 
at clubs including Bang Bang, El 
Camino, and Spin Nightclub. 
"The venue is awesome, it's right on the water 
downtown at Waterfront Park. It's not too big so 
you can walk from stage to stage super quickly and 
bump into a lot of people you know." 
- Keegan Mulcahy 
Saturday by performing songs 
including "High & Low," "We Are 
The People," and "Walking On 
A Dream." With 49 other live 
performers on the lineup, Saturday 
was packed with acts such as Cirez 
D, MK, Little Dragon, and 23 more 
to follow. 
it was senior Keegan Mulcahy's 
second time attending the two-
day festival after he attended the 
festival in the fall, and he stated 
this was the best year. 
"All of the artists were 
electronic," Mulcahy said. "So it 
was nice being able to stick with 
relatively the same type of music 
the whole time and not go back 
and forth between genres. My 
Cirez D, also known as Eric 
Pyrdz and who has a hit single "Call 
On Me," played at the underground 
club Spin on Saturday for CRSSD 
After Dark. The show sold out 
with around 1,500 attendees 
making the venue packed with 
festivalgoers among others. Cirez 
D played a full set from 11 p.m. to 
4 a.m. 
On the last day, Sunday, 
Gorgon City and Tchami closed the 
event leaving fans buzzed from 
the live performances and dance 
moves from the weekend. With 
another successful festival CRSSD 
will sell tickets and release a lineup 
later this year for the early October 
event. 
CRSSD Festival takeover 
The sold-out EDM festival makes its biannual return over the weekend with a packed lineup 
CRSSD, the two-day festival, was sold out with top EDM artists including Tchami, Jai Wolf, and Shiba San. 
Photo courtesy of CRSSD website. 
From left to right Tiffany Trail (senior), Alex Smith, Daniel Busky (junior), Jack Simonis (junior), Kari Fiske (senior), and 
Spencer Glazzy (senior). 
Photo courtesy of Tiffany Tran. 
Kevin Klein 
Contributor 
Fans ran from the bars and 
lounges after Real Estate finished 
setting up and were about to start 
their set. They filled the balconies 
and rushed back to the center-
floor as Real Estate's amplifiers 
turned on, and the lights powered 
on. "San Diego!" Martin Courtney, 
the band's lead singer yelled to 
the crowd, "Cheers." Jackson Pollis, 
Real Estate's drummer, kicked off 
their set as vibrant green lights 
scattered the venue while he 
scanned the mezzanines to wake 
up any fans not on their feet yet. 
Real Estate, a rock band 
whose sound a mix of Weezer, 
The Lumineers, and Radiohead, 
packed the house Feb. 27. Their 
Downtown San Diego show at 
Music Box was the second-to-last 
stop for their tour, before closing 
out in Los Angeles the following 
night. Their latest album,"In Mind," 
was released nearly a full year 
ago, but Real Estate delayed their 
tour due to "unforeseen reasons," 
according to the band's Facebook 
page. 
"As Real Estate, we always strive 
to bring you the best possible 
live show," their official Facebook 
page stated as an explanation 
for postponing their tour. "And 
for a mix of unforeseen reasons 
both personal and professional, 
we've realized that we weren't 
going to be able to do that on this 
upcoming run." 
The band brought in an ecstatic 
crowd despite cold weather and 
rain. Later on, the enthusiasm for 
Real Estate's return to the stage 
was shown by the swarms of San 
Diegans who poured into Music 
Box to witness a show that would 
exceed the fans'expectations. 
Before Real Estate took the 
stage and performed their set, 
female artist Bedouine opened 
the show with songs from her self-
titled debut album. 
Azniv Korkejian, whose stage 
name is Bedouine, is an Echo 
Park native, but does justice to 
the moniker she took from the 
nomadic Arab Bedouin peoples. 
Korkejian was born in Aleppo, 
Syria, and moved to the United 
States at a young age. Her longing 
Real Estate "In Mind" tour 
The Brooklyn-based band continues their tour, playing downtown at Music Box venue 
for far-away places and her 
perpetually traveling soul shows 
vividly through her music. The 
awkward, angsty crowd on the 
main floor quickly changed gears 
once Korkejian began singing her 
rich, melancholic song "You Kill 
Me." 
The venue turned into a jazz 
house reminiscent of the 60s 
Beatnik or 70s hippie eras. Smoke 
peered through the colored lights 
being used by the performers, and 
glasses rang against each other as 
new friends made a toast to one 
another. 
Junior Bailey Blanton, who 
attended the performance, said 
that she enjoyed the show. 
"Though I was feeling under 
the weather, I couldn't miss Real 
Estate," Blanton said. "The opener 
was straight out of the '70s and 
a refreshing authentic act. I 
absolutely loved the show." 
By the time Real Estate went 
onstage, the fans forgot about the 
bad weather and low temperature 
outside the venue after 
Bedouine warmed up the crowd. 
Additionally, Blanton stated that 
she hadn't heard of Bedouine 
The band played their two top hits "Talking 
before going to the show and 
went to the Music Box exclusively 
to watch Real Estate perform, but 
gave props to Bedouine as the 
Backwards" and "Darling." 
Photo courtesy of Kevin Klein 
opening act. 
The Music Box set the scene 
for the rich musical experience 
See Real Estate, page 12 
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Real Estate rocks Music Box 
The band promotes new album In Mind" as a part of their American tour 
Real Estate from Page 11 
displayed there with mounted 
portraits of Amy Winehouse, 
Tupac, and a wallpaper of David 
Bowie. There were sounds of 
glassware clinking from the 
bartenders reracking bottles, 
and music-related memorabilia 
hung on the walls throughout the 
venue. 
She began to sing after setting 
up her modest stage — a single 
candle lit atop a stool with a water 
glass — as she stood comfortably 
in front of it with a large acoustic 
guitar slung around her body. Her 
calmingly sweet and rich voice 
resembled the sound of bossa 
nova, a popular Brazilian genre 
of music, luring fans closer to the 
stage in awe and surprise.The fans' 
attention remained fixed to the 
stage, hanging onto every word 
delivered within her lyrics. 
Photographer Kevin Fabrizi 
attended the show to see Real 
Estate perform. Similar to Blanton, 
he also hadn't heard of Bedouine 
before seeing her performance. 
"Bedouine was an unexpected 
star of an opener that really 
accented Real Estate," Fabrizi said. 
"I never knew of her before this 
show but I think she did a great 
job with not only her music, but 
her allowing of her personality to 
drive the show and engage with us 
in a very subliminal way." 
All throughout her set, the 
center-floor grew larger and 
larger in anticipation of Real 
Estate's performance. Korkejian 
announced she would play one 
more song when she was joined 
by the members of headliner Real 
Estate. She blew out her candle, 
took her guitar, and thanked the 
crowd before she left the stage, 
handing it off to the headliner. 
"The band came in and 
immediately captured everyone's 
attention," Blanton said. "They 
started off the show with 
'Saturday' which is my favorite 
song off of their new album. 
The melodies, along with Martin 
Courtney's sweet voice left me in a 
daze... where you forget about all 
the responsibilities you have and 
just vibe." 
Music Box patrons and 
fans were seen taking pictures 
with the venue's professional 
photographers, and also starting 
live Instagram stories showing the 
world how much fun they were 
having at the show. There were 
fewer than 30 fans who entered 
upon the doors opening at 8 p.m. 
But by the time Real Estate was 
halfway through their set, fans 
seemed unable to find an empty 
inch when putting their phones 
back into their pockets, trying to 
move closer to the stage to get a 
better look. 
"My favorite part about the 
show was that I did not see one 
phone in the air, which is very 
rare these days." Blanton said. 
"The lights (on stage) were deep 
blue so all the focus was on 
the authentic hazy sound. Alex 
Bleeker (Real Estate's bassist) also 
held my attention (throughout) 
the set (which was) carried by his 
bass riffs and he left no room for 
disappointment." 
Before Real Estate sang their 
encore, they performed their song 
"Serve the Song" off their newest 
album"ln Mind."Courtney sang the 
lyrics, "I woke up Sunday morning, 
back where I belong." The crowd 
listened more closely, drawn to the 
simple and subtle lyric. 
From Bedouine's lyrics of 
"Some nights I get into the car and 
drive nowhere quickly" and "but 
nowhere may keep me alive" from 
her song "You Kill Me," and the 
simply powerful lyrics of "Serve 
the Song," last Tuesday's show 
displayed to San Diego that rock, 
and all of its roots, are alive and 
well in both artists'folky and well-
written music. 
As the night grew longer and 
crept further into Real Estate's 
set, the fans there got looser and 
began dancing to the music. From 
the beginning of the show, the 
fans were tense and unmoving 
despite the quality Music Box 
speakers and brilliant lighting. 
After the show ended, Pollis 
mentioned outside the venue in 
a brief interview that their simple 
lyrics and Bedouine's performance 
made for an incredible show. 
"I remember talking to 
bandmates (about writing "Serve 
the Song") and telling them not 
to overcomplicate it," Pollis said. 
"(Also) Bedouine did a really 
great job of making the room feel 
comfortable." 
Pollis put out his cigarette 
and rushed back inside to load 
the band's gear into their van, 
ending the interview abruptly 
after he received a high volume of 
questions from Real Estate fans. 
On his way back into the venue, 
Pollis mentioned that playing 
smaller venues, as compared to 
Coachella or SXSW where they 
performed in 2017, doesn't bother 
him. 
"America is a large place," he 
said. "Playing different venues 
gives us the chance to explore the 
country and see all our fans." 
Fans poured out of the venue 
and congratulated Pollis on Real 
Estate's performance before the 
individual fans in the crowd ran to 
their cars to escape the rain and 
cold weather. Pollis opened the 
venue doors and wished everyone 
a good night but had one more 
thing to say as he waved his hand 
and snuck back inside. 
"Catch us in LA tomorrow!" 
Pollis said. Blanton added the 
Music box is one her favorite 
venues. 
"I would suggest Real Estate 
as well as the Music Box to any 
concert-goer for a genuine music 
experience," Blanton said. 
Real Estate has additional 
shows starting in April as apart 
of thier tour, but their Feb. 28 Los 
Angeles show marked the end of 
their tour. 
Opener Bedouine played right before Real Estate, leaving the crowd wanting more. 
Photo courtesy of Kevin Klein 
Jimmy Kimmei hosts the 90th Academy Awards 
The late-night host opened up the 90th Academy 
awards for the second time from addressing the 
political culture in Hollywood to the Harvey 
Weinstein sexual harassment cases saying "We can't 
let bad behavior slide anymore...The world is 
watching us, and we need to set an example." 
"The Shape of Water" wins Best Picture 
Up for 13 nominations the film got four 
Oscars including best director and best 
original score. Director Guillermo del Toro 
accepted the award to end the night 
winning best director. 
Kobe Bryant takes home an Oscar 
The NBA star, Kobe Bryant won the 
Oscar for his animated short film 
"Dear Basketball." 
"Get Out" wins Best Screenplay 
Jordan Peele accepted the Oscar 
for best screenplay and is the first 
African-American writer to win in 
this category. 
The women of Hollywood continue the 
#MeToo legacy 
Actresses and activists Ashley Judd and 
Mira Sorvino, who both accused Harvey 
Weinstein of sexual misconduct, continue 
the movement as they presented at the 
Oscars with Salma Hayek. 
An Oscar surprise 
Oscar host Jimmy Kimmel along with actresses 
Gal Gadot, Margot Robbie, Emily Blunt, 
Lin-Manuel Miranda, and Guillermo del Torro 
surprise a movie theatre full of fans watching a 
preview for "A Wrinkie in Time." 
"Blade Runner 2049" wins best visual effects 
John Nelson, Gerd Nefzer, Paul Lambert, and 
Richard R. Hoover accepted the Oscar for best 
visual effects. 
Dunkirk takes home three Oscars 
The film "Dunkirk" accepted three awards for 
sound editing, sound mixing, and film editing 
J . Red Carpet-best dressed 
Actors and actresses hit the red 
carpet looking their best from 
Margot Robbie, Chadwick Boseman, 
Timothee Chaiamet, Jennifer 
Lawrence, Gal Gadot, and Lupita 
Nyong'o. 
"Coco" performance 
The song "Remember Me" was performed 
from "Coco" by Gael Garcia Bernal, Miguel, and 
Natalia Lafourcade with traditional Mexican 
dancers, fireworks, and confetti. 
Other Key highlights: 
Best animated film of the year: 
Coco 
Performance by an actress in a supporting role: 
Allison Janney, I,Tonya 
Performance by an actor in a leading role: 
Gary Oldman, Darkest Hour 
Graphics by Rita Srekais & content by Nicole Kuhn/ The USD Vista 
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FUSO hosts annual event 
The Filipino Ugnayan Student Organization celebrates a cultural night in Shiley Theater 
f f * T 




LT3 (Less Than Three), a USD dance group formed to express their love of dance, performed at Pilipino Culture Night before intermission after the first act of the play. 
FUSO from Page 1 
cooked chicken with a traditional 
marinate. Sisig is a dish made from 
cooked pig head and liver. The 
line for dinner stretched all the 
way across Camino courtyard with 
patrons excited to try the delicious 
food. Students, professors, and 
family all came together to enjoy 
the lively night and experience 
the culture. 
Following dinner, the event 
was moved inside Shiley Theatre 
for a performance by Youtube 
star AJ Rafael. The theater was 
packed with eager fans waiting 
for his performance. Rafael boasts 
730,000 subscribers on YouTube 
as well as millions of views on 
his videos. Rafael performed his 
original songs for the audience 
and the crowd went wild. The 
energy in the room stayed high all 
lived in the Philippines during 
World War II. It provided a view 
into daily life in the Philippines 
during that time and examined 
the personal and societal turmoil 
caused by the war. 
Melissa Carin, commissioner of 
cultural affairs for FUSO, wrote the 
play and explained her inspiration 
and personal connection to it. 
"My inspiration for the play 
initially started from when I took a 
trip to Japan," Carin said. "I visited 
the Hiroshima memorial and saw in 
person how damaging the effects 
of WWII was. I was also inspired by 
the Black Eyed Peas song of'Where 
is the Love.' When I went back 
home from that trip I remembered 
the story my Lola (grandma) told 
me when I was young about how 
she lost her entire family to WWII. 
So I interviewed both her and my 
Lolo (grandpa) for more details 
"I feel like showcasing different cultures to our peers 
on campus wil help create solidarity with other 
cultures and bring about more cultural awareness 
to everyone here." 
- AJ Rafael 
throughout his performance and 
conversation with the audience. 
Rafael is Filipino himself and 
stated he was extremely proud 
to represent his culture and 
contribute to the event. 
After Rafael concluded 
performing his hit music, event 
host and junior Alyssa Gamatero 
got the audience very excited 
for the next act on stage, the 
FUSO play "Where is The Love?" 
Gamatero explained what FUSO 
and the ability to have a space to 
represent her culture on campus 
mean to her. 
"I think it's important to 
present the Filipino culture to our 
USD community because what we 
learn in school omits historical 
events, like the ones presented in 
our production," Gamatero said. 
"I feel like showcasing different 
cultures to our peers on campus 
will help create solidarity with 
other cultures and bring about 
more cultural awareness to 
everyone here." 
The play put on by FUSO, 
"Where is The Love?" describes 
the story of two young adults who 
about their experience. These 
bits of pieces of my grandparents 
stories out together to make a 
whole new story about family, 
hope, and love." 
Carin's personal connection 
and family inspiration for the 
play made it a truly special and 
unique piece of theater. The play 
did an excellent job of portraying 
the effects of war beyond the 
battlefield, and its effects on the 
daily lives of people not involved 
militarily. 
During scene shifts, the 
room would go dark and songs 
in various Filipino dialects and 
English would play. These songs 
reflected the upbringing of the 
members of FUSO in houses that 
spoke both those languages. The 
play was a beautiful reflection of 
the cultural heritage of Filipino-
American Toreros. 
Between Acts one and two of 
the play, there was an intermission 
where USD's LT3 dance team put 
on a phenomenal performance. 
LT3 is a student run dance team 
that began in 2015. Dancing 
rapidly to the beat of Chris Brown's 
"Questions," they put on a show 
that blew the audience away. The 
crowd went wild at the rhythmic 
and snappy movements of the 
dance crew as they moved about 
the stage. Along with LT3's striking 
performance, FAMA performed a 
traditional Mexican dance "Ballet 
Folklorico." The three performers 
On the topic of having their 
culture represented and finding a 
community at USD, FUSO member, 
"Where is the Love?" actress, and 
first-year Kelly Tran shared why 
FUSO is important to her. 
"I joined FUSO because I 
wanted to get more involved 
on campus and meet more 
"I really appreciate that USD gives me an outlet 
to share my cultural background. Being first-
generation American, my Filipino roots mean a lot 
to me. Finding FUSO helped me find several people 
people I could culturally relate to." 
- Melissa Carin 
came on stage in long floral dresses 
that they twirled effortlessly as 
they danced across the stage. 
The performance commanded 
the audience's attention with its 
bright colors and coordinated 
movements. 
Having FAMA and LT3 perform 
at the event. Allowing multiple 
cultures created a unique sense 
of unity and solidarity in the room 
and left a lasting impression on 
those who came to the show. 
people who have a similar 
cultural background as me," Tran 
said. "While the organization is 
primarily Filipino they welcome 
anyone of any racial background. 
I am Vietnamese and I feel right 
at home with my FUSO family. 
Especially being from out of state, 
joining this organization provides 
a special bond and connection 
for me that is difficult to find 
elsewhere on campus." 
Melissa Carin shared why FUSO 
Cyrus Lange/The USD Vista 
is important to her as well. 
"I really appreciate that USD 
gives me outlet to share my 
cultural background," Carin said. 
"Being first-generation American, 
my Filipino roots mean a lot to 
me. Finding FUSO helped me find 
several people I could culturally 
relate to. During PCN rehearsal 
everyone said their parents same 
song they sang to me when I 
was young, which was featured 
in the piay. \ am reaiiy happy I 
became commissioner of cultural 
affairs for FUSO. It allowed me to 
share my background with not 
only people who come from a 
similar background to me, but 
to those who may have never 
had experienced Filipino culture 
before." 
"Pilipino Culture Night" was 
an eventful night that Toreros of 
all backgrounds came together 
to have a night full of fun, culture, 
and food. It provided a great outlet 
for FUSO students to feel proud of 
their heritage and share a unique 
side of themselves with their 
friends, professors, and the USD 
community. The months of hard 
work done by FUSO students and 
faculty paid off with this beautiful 
celebration of their culture and 
history. 
The two protagonists of the play, played by Lord Mark Bautista (left) and Regina Bufete (right) in "Where Is The Love?" 
Cyrus Lange/The USD Vista 




Coming off of a five-win 
sweep of the Tony Gywnn 
Legacy Classic tournament, the 
University of San Diego's baseball 
team looked to continue their 
momentum this weekend with 
a four-game set against No. 17 
Indiana University. Poor pitching, 
however, earned the Toreros 
just one win on the weekend. 
The 13th ranked Toreros led off 
the weekend with a 10-4 loss on 
Friday that saw junior Paul Richan 
struggle on the mound, with his 
defense doing him no favors. The 
right-hander surrendered eight 
runs on nine hits through 4 2/3 
innings, though just five runs 
were earned. USD ran into trouble 
in the top of the fourth inning, 
when an error by junior shortstop 
Jeff Houghtby and a wild pitch 
by Richan compounded four 
singles and a double by Indiana, 
leading to a five-run frame for the 
Hoosiers. Offensively, the Toreros 
scored four runs on eight hits, with 
sacrifice flies by junior Jay Schuyler 
and first-year Shane McGuire, 
and a double by Brhet Bewley 
being the main blows. Four runs 
would not be enough, though, 
as Indiana added on late for the 
last two of their 10 runs in the 
game, handing USD a 10-4 defeat. 
A night of heavy rain in San 
Diego following the game seemed 
to wash the Toreros' losing ways 
away for the second game of the 
series. USD baseball's social media 
featured posts of players working 
hard to remove rain-soaked tarps 
and water from the field prior 
to the 1 p.m. start, though the 
Toreros appeared no worse for 
wear as the doubleheader began. 
Coach Rich Hill spoke 
about his team's energy 
going into Saturday's games. 
"I thought we came out 
with just a ton of energy," Hill 
said. "You know, the rain, and 
the tarp, and all that stuff 
didn't seem to affect us at all." 
That energy was evident from 
the outset of the game for the 
Toreros. USD got on the board 
early, scoring three runs in the 
first. Redshirt sophomore second 
baseman Paul Kunst got things 
started with a single up the middle, 
and moved to second on another 
single by designated hitter Shane 
McGuire. A balk by Indiana's 
starting pitcher Pauly Milto 
advanced both runners 90 feet, 
setting first-year outfielder Tora 
Otsuka up for an RBI groundout. 
Jay Schuyler singled to continue 
the scoring, followed by a double 
by Adam Kerner. By the end of 
the top of the first inning, the 
Toreros led by a 3-0 margin. They 
would go on to expand their lead 
to 6-0 in the fifth inning behind 
RBIs from Jeff Houghtby, Paul 
Kunst, and junior Garret Calvert. 
On the mound, sophomore 
lefty Chris Murphy gave theToreros 
six strong innings to begin the 
game, allowing just two runs on 
seven hits with seven strikeouts. 
Coach Hill stated that 
he was pleased with both 
Murphy's outing and his 
team's offensive performance. 
"We just strung together 
some good at-bats, and got a 
quality start out of Chris," Hill said. 
While the Toreros were 
in control for the majority of 
Saturday's first game, they ran into 
trouble out of the bullpen late, 
and saw their four-run lead shrink 
to a one-run advantage in the 
final two innings of the contest. 
Redshirt first-year right-hander 
Travis Kuhn and sophomore 
right-hander Louie Crow allowed 
a combined three earned runs 
USD baseball falters vs. Indiana 
Trouble on the mound costs the Toreros three out of four against No. 77 Indiana University 
Redshirt sophomore second baseman Paul 
in the eighth and ninth innings. 
Despite the late-game 
scoring by Indiana, USD held 
on to win by a score of 6-5. 
Catcher Jay Schuyler spoke about 
the Toreros' Saturday victory. 
"It was an awesome win, to 
come back from a tough loss 
(Friday) night," Schuyler said. "We 
didn't play very well (Friday) night. 
We all know it, but you know, I'm 
proud of all the guys — and the 
pitching staff, the way they played 
to fight back and throw up a really 
good game — and I'm just glad 
we got out of there with a win." 
Saturday's second game began 
much like the first: strong starting 
pitching and an early Torero lead. 
The evening featured junior left­
hander Nick Sprengel on the hill 
for USD. Sprengel, who posted an 
ERA of 3.29 in 2017, came into the 
game with an ERA of 6.75. His start 
Saturday night looked much like 
a return to last year's form for the 
lefty. He allowed just two hits in five 
innings, striking out nine Hoosiers 
along the way. For Sprengel, 
though, it was just another start. 
"I felt pretty good," Sprengel 
said. "It was just another step in 
getting better. My fastball and 
slider were working well for me." 
Coach Hill said that he was 
impressed with Sprengel's start. 
"He just keeps getting 
better every time out," Hill said. 
"He had real good command 
of his breaking ball and his 
changeup. Towards the end of 
his outing he started to throw 
inside, so that was pretty good." 
Catcher Jay Schuyler 
agreed with his coach's 
assessment of Sprengel. 
"Tonight I saw the old Nick 
Sprengel, the one everyone knows," 
Schuyler said. "We all know how 
good he is, and tonight, that was 
really a testament to how much 
hard work he's put in. His stuff was 
working tonight, and he competed 
and gave us a chance to win." 
Schuyler, like his battery-mate 
Sprengel, had a large impact on 
the game. He got the scoring 
inst bats in Friday's series opener. He went 
started for the Toreros with a deep 
home run to left field in the first 
inning, then tripled to center to 
score Jeff Houghtby. Schuyler, 
who finished the doubleheader 
7-10 with three RBI, spoke 
about his big day at the plate. 
"It's still early in the season, so 
I'm still trying to feel things out, 
but I was just trying to stay up the 
middle mainly," Schuyler said. "On 
that home run, I was just trying to 
fight some tough pitches off, their 
pitcher made some good pitches, 
and then ultimately left a breaking 
ball up that I just kind of reacted 
to and put a good swing on it." 
The Toreros continued the 
scoring, and got out to a 5-2 lead 
in the sixth behind a home run 
and a double from Houghtby, as 
well as an RBI single from Otsuka. 
The Toreros, however, were 
unable to maintain their lead. 
Their bullpen woes continued 
when Indiana center fielder Logan 
Kaletha cut the lead to 5-4 with a 
two-run triple down the right field 
line in the seventh, then gave the 
Hoosiers a 6-5 lead in the top of 
the ninth with an RBI single off 
of first-year righty Gabriel Ponce. 
Ineffectiveness out of the 
bullpen plagued the Toreros 
in the series, and Coach Hill 
addressed it following the 
conclusion of Saturday's games. 
"It's very early in the season, 
and we're basically having 
tryouts to see who's gonna be 
the closer," Hill said. "You know, 
we have a lot of options, but 
we're just looking for somebody 
to step up in the bullpen." 
USD had a chance to come back 
in the bottom of the ninth, when 
Jay Schuyler singled with two outs, 
but ultimately the Toreros would 
be on the wrong side of this 6-5 
game with a loss. Schuyler spoke 
about the loss following the game. 
"We're never gonna stop 
fighting here, down to the 
last out," Schuyler said. "We're 
gonna take what we learned 
tonight and move forward." 
On Sunday, the Toreros 
-4 with a single in the game. 
Photo courtesy of Thomas Christensen 
dropped the final game of the 
series, 8-4. They swung the bats 
relatively well, with first-year 
catcher Adam Kerner going 2-3, 
but again struggled on the mound, 
with five pitchers surrendering 13 
hits. Though it wasn't the decisive 
blow in the game, a massive three-
run home run by Indiana utility 
player Matt Lloyd in the top of 
the third wowed both USD and 
Indiana fans alike. The home run 
appeared to clear the Manchester 
Apartments past the fence in 
right field on the fly, the first such 
home run in a game at Fowler 
Park. A sign atop the apartments' 
roof reads 452 feet, and it's likely 
the hit went farther than that. 
Following one win and three 
lossesagainst Indiana this weekend 
theToreros are now 8-5 on the year. 
The Toreros go on the road 
next weekend for their first road 
trip of the year for a three-game set 
against the University of Houston. 
FINAL SCORES FOR 
THE WEEKEND 
FRIDAY: 
Indiana 10, USD 4 
WP-STiEVER, LP-RICHAN 
SATURDAY: 
USD 6, Indiana 5 
WP-MURPHY, LP-MILTO 
INDIANA 6, USD 5 
WP-SABOL, LP-PONCE 
SUNDAY: 
Indiana 8, USD 4 
WP-BEAUCHAMP, 
LP-WALKER 
Junior catcher Jay Schuyler (#18) went 7-10 with three RBIs in Saturday's games. 
Photo courtesy of Thomas Christensen 
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USD women make run in WCC 
After defeating BYU and Pacific, Toreros fall to Gonzaga in WCC championship game 
Sophmore forward Patricia Brossmann, redshirt junior forward Caroline Buhr and the USD bench celebrate an exciting play. 
Photo courtesy of Avalon Koenig/USD Athletics 
Basketball from Page 1 
"For us, you know, we had 
a little bit of time there that 
we let Barta get away from us, 
unfortunately," Fisher said. "And 
(Zykera) Rice hit some big shots 
that we were able to keep at bay 
during (the Toreros'previous game 
against Gonzaga), and they hit 
those shots tonight." 
Following the game, Hood, 
who concluded with 23 points 
and 11 rebounds, was named to 
the AII-WCC Tournament Team. 
Coach Fisher spoke about Hood's 
performance in what may have 
been her last game in a Toreros 
uniform. 
"(Maya Hood) has meant so 
much to this program," Fisher 
said. "I mean, Maya Hood is just 
a soldier. She is a warrior that 
keeps fighting, keeps fighting. 
I'm very, very proud and glad that 
they acknowledged her on that 
all-tournament team, because 
she truly is a warrior, and she is 
everything that USD basketball 
stands for." 
Hood described the Toreros' 
loss following the game. 
"I think that we started off the 
game really strong," Hood said. 
"And in that second quarter we 
just had a little bit of a lapse. They 
got a lot of confidence, we became 
a little more timid, not really 
shooting with confidence, and 
obviously not really rebounding 
as well, giving our shooters more 
confidence to keep shooting. So, I 
think that was one of the biggest 
things, and we got ourselves in a 
little too much of a hole in there, 
and then just Jill Barta really got 
away from us like Coach Fisher just 
said." 
Hood, a veteran and leader on 
the team, said that she was proud 
of the way her team fought at the 
end of the game. 
"At the end we had a really, 
really great fight," Hood said. "If we 
had a little more time I think that 
we definitely would've came back 
and got right back in that game. 
But I'm really, really proud of this 
team." 
The Toreros began WCC 
Championship play with a game 
last Thursday against three seed 
Brigham Young University. They 
came into the game looking to 
continue their momentum against 
the Cougars, as they had won 
their last matchup 66-60. Redshirt 
junior forward Caroline Buhr got 
Senior guard Aubrey Ward-El drives past a Pacific defender. She scored 16 points. 
Photo courtesy of Avalon Koenig/USD Athletics 
Sixth-year foward Maya Hood pulls up against a Gonzaga defender. She had a team-high 23 points and 11 assists in the game, and was named to the All-WCC Tournament Team. 
Photo courtesy of Avalon Koenig/USD Athletics 
the scoring started early for USD, 
scoring six of her 15 total points in 
the first period of play. The game 
began like it would finish — close. 
Both teams battled back and forth 
in the first period, ending up 
with a score of 13-13 as it wound 
down. The second period saw USD 
take a one-point, 26-25 lead over 
BYU, behind three rebounds and 
five points from redshirt senior 
forward Alexandria Young. 
As the Toreros returned from 
halftime, their offense came 
alive. Six points from senior 
guard Aubrey Ward-El and senior 
forward Sydney Williams extended 
the USD lead to 48-40 as they 
entered the third period, tying 
their largest lead of the game. That 
lead, however, would not hold up 
for USD. As the final 10 minutes 
of the contest ticked away, the 
Cougars brought the score to 50-
49. The game stayed close into the 
last two minutes of the game, and 
with a minute to play the score 
was 56-53 in favor of the Toreros. 
With just 24 seconds remaining in 
the game, forward Maya Hood put 
the Cougars away for good. 
The sixth-year veteran drained 
a jump shot to put the Toreros up 
58-53 and the game out of reach 
for BYU. Free throws by Buhr and 
junior guard Alexandra Hagen 
in the final seconds brought the 
game to a final score of 61-56. The 
victory over the Cougars avenged 
USD's 76-66 overtime loss against 
BYU just a year earlier in the 
conference tournament, as well 
as earning USD a season sweep of 
BYU. 
Following their first-round win, 
the Toreros enjoyed four days off 
before they took on seven seed 
University of the Pacific. Unlike 
their games against BYU, USD lost 
both matchups against Pacific 
during the regular season. That, 
however, didn't appear to matter 
to the Toreros this past Monday 
afternoon. Sydney Williams led 
the way for USD early on, posting 
six points in the first period 
leading the Toreros on a 12-2 run 
to open the game. Caroline Buhr 
and Aubrey Ward-El also chipped 
in with four rebounds each. USD 
quickly jumped out to a 14-6 lead 
by the end of the first period. 
Pacific bounced back in the second 
period, however, sending the 
game to halftime with a score of 
29-28 Toreros. Following halftime, 
Williams took charge on offense 
once again, posting 10 of her 20 
total points in the third period 
of play. By the beginning of the 
fourth period, USD had extended 
their lead back to a 10-point 
margin with a score of 56-46. Once 
again the Toreros would have to 
turn to their defense to attempt 
to preserve their lead. With 4:55 
left to play in the game, the Tigers 
cut USD's lead to just five points, 
making it a 58-53 game. True to 
form, though, they were able to 
hang on for a 66-56 lead, finishing 
on a 7-3 run. Coach Fisher said 
she was happy with how her team 
performed, especially the veteran 
leaders. 
"I'm just very, very happy for 
this team," Fisher said. "I'm happy 
for all five of our seniors who have 
put so much time and effort into 
this program. It's been a really, 
really special tournament for us, 
and I'm just really proud of them, 
so I'm looking forward to (the 
game against Gonzaga)." 
Though the Toreros came up 
short in the final round of the 
tournament, they recorded two 
impressive wins to begin it. As 
USD was the number six seed in 
the tournament, their run deep 
into the bracket represented an 
impressive step for the program. 
Their appearance in the WCC 
Championship against Gonzaga 
was the fourth in program 
history, and the team's first since 
2013, when they also lost to the 
Bulldogs. Next season, the Toreros 
will return 10 players. According to 
Fisher, a run like the one they just 
made will have a positive impact 
on both those players, and the 
program itself. 
"When you make a run like 
this, the culture that it brings, the 
feeling that it brings, the chemistry 
that it brings to your team — all of 
those young players now know 
what it feels like to make it to a 
championship game," Fisher said. 
Fisher also stated that she 
will be excited to get injured 
sophomore players Kat Olczak 
and Madison Pollock back for next 
season. 
"You get those two kids 
healthy and you get us back with 
the experience that the young 
ones have and I think that we will 
be right there again next year," 
Fisher said. 
For now, the Toreros can only 
wait and hope for an invite to a 




USD 61, BYU 56 
MONDAY: 
USD 66, PACIFIC 56 
TUESDAY: 
GONZAGA 79, USD 71 
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USD falls short against BYU 
Despite a 17 point rally to tie the game in the second half, the Toreros lose to the Cougars, 85-79 
The game against BYU was Sam Scholl's first as a head coach. 
Photo courtesy of Kyle Terada/WCC 
Anderson Haigler 
Sports Editor 
There's no way around it. 
The week leading up to the West 
Coast Conference Championship 
in Las Vegas, Nevada was tough 
for the Toreros. A week that was 
supposed to have USD in the 
news for all the right reasons 
quickly had the Toreros trending 
for all of the wrong ones. Most 
importantly, the Toreros lost their 
head coach, at least temporarily 
— hardly the ideal situation 
for a young team heading into 
their conference tournament. 
Nobody on the team, though, 
looked for sympathy. Far from it. 
At a practice prior to Saturday's 
game against BYU, both acting 
head coach Sam Scholl and his 
players stated that they felt 
the controversy surrounding 
Lamont Smith brought them 
closer together as a team. 
Judging by the way they 
played against Brigham Young 
University on Saturday, it's clear 
they meant what they said. Though 
the Cougars defeated the Toreros 
85-79, they battled all game, 
and fought until the bitter end. 
In a game that featured 11 
lead changes, USD surged back 
from a 17-point deficit to tie the 
game at 71 points after trailing for 
nearly the entire second half. No, 
the Toreros weren't able to close 
it out, but they played a gritty 
game as a team that speaks to the 
high character of their players. 
USD isn't big on moral 
victories — they've said it before 
this season. This game, however, 
may warrant that label. Just shy of 
a week removed from the arrest 
of their head coach, the Toreros 
showed an incredible amount of 
resolve, and set forth an admirable 
effort in the face of adversity. 
The Toreros got off to a hot 
start to begin the game, jumping 
out to an 11-8 lead in the first 
five minutes of play. They did 
much of that damage with three-
point shots, with senior Cameron 
Neubauer, juniors Olin Carter III, 
and Tyler Williams leading the way 
early on. As the half continued, 
redshirt junior Isaiah Pineiro 
excelled both offensively and 
defensively, posting eight points 
in the first half, as well as grabbing 
three defensive rebounds. With 
just shy of 13 minutes to play in the 
first half, USD extended their lead 
to 18-10, their biggest of the game. 
Behind 12 first half-points from 
Elijah Bryant, though, the Cougars 
quickly mounted a comeback, 
eventually tying the game at 18, 
before taking the lead, 19-18. The 
game quickly turned into a back-
and-forth affair, with USD and BYU 
trading the lead nine different 
times as the clock wound down on 
the first half. The Cougars, though, 
would take the lead, 32-31 and 
maintain it for the remainder 
of the half. Entering halftime, 
BYU led by a score of 39-35. 
As the Toreros came out for 
the second half, it appeared that 
BYU had made some defensive 
adjustments that slowed down 
the USD offense. The fluidity and 
ball movement from their first-
half lead seemed to be gone, 
and BYU extended their lead 
as the Toreros went on an 0-10 
shooting streak to open the half. 
The game seemed to get 
emotional for both sides as 
the second half went on, and a 
scuffle between BYU and USD 
players broke out in between 
possessions, with coaches and 
players from both benches spilling 
out onto the floor in argument. 
Regardless of the dispute, the 
game soon began to slip away 
from the Toreros. A lack of defense 
and defensive rebounding allowed 
Elijah Bryant and the Cougars to 
extend their lead to a 17-point 
margin with a score of 60-43. 
Foul trouble for Isaiah Pineiro 
seemed to hamper the Toreros on 
defense; he entered the second 
half with three, and perhaps had 
to play more cautiously early in the 
second half to avoid potentially 
fouling out. The Toreros, 
however, weren't done yet. 
, With under 12 minutes to play 
in the game, USD came storming 
back. A flurry of points from Carter 
III and strong rebounding and 
consistency from the free throw 
line from Isaiah Pineiro led the 
Toreros back into the game. They 
quickly tied the contest at 71 with 
three and a half minutes to play, 
stunning the crowd that appeared 
to be mostly in favor of the Cougars. 
The Toreros' second-half 
resurgence was punctuated by a 
deep three from Carter III, as he has 
done so many times this season. 
Carter III, who finished the game 
with 20 points, shared his thoughts 
on the Toreros' late game rally. 
"It was a good stop," Carter III 
said. "I was trying to play some 
defense and try to play to take 
a lead. That's really it. I was just 
trying to make plays to make 
sure that we can win. I'm trying to 
help my team out, and you know 
we started in on defense, and at 
the end we didn't come up good 
enough on the defensive end." 
After the Toreros tied the 
game, they battled with the 
Cougars, though they were 
unable to retake the lead. They 
kept it a one-possession game 
until there were 30 seconds left 
to play, then fell to trail by four. 
With 23 seconds to play, an and-
one play on an Isaiah Pineiro 
layup brought the Toreros to 
within three with a score of 79-76 
after Pineiro made the free throw. 
With 17 seconds to play USD 
was still within striking distance 
for a three, as the score was 81-
78. As time expired, the Toreros 
had to resort to fouling the 
Cougars to stop the clock, and 
BYU was eventually able to seal 
the win by making free throws, 
handing the Toreros a 85-79 loss. 
Following the game, an 
emotional acting head coach 
Sam Scholl said that he was 
proud of his players and how 
they avoided distraction 
and performed in the game. 
"All our emotion right now is 
because of them, and what they 
fought through this week, and 
how they trusted each other and 
trusted us," Coach Scholl said. 
"And just from the moment we 
stepped forward into the past 
week, they just locked arms. At 
the end of the day, they (BYU) just 
beat us. And we talked about from 
day one that we weren't gonna 
use last weekend as an excuse. If 
we lost, they beat us. And that's 
what happened. They showed 
their resolve, we got it down from 
17 to tie the game, they just made 
a couple plays — they beat us. I 
couldn't be more proud of that 
whole group of 18 young men and 
tremendous, tremendous coaches." 
Neubauer shared his 
thoughts on the situation. 
"It was definitely tough with 
the recent news that we received," 
Neubauer said. "But you know I 
think as a team, that adversity 
that we had has kind of helped us 
come together as a team, become 
even closer, share an even closer 
bond. I think through all this, the 
On Tuesday a spokesman 
for the San Francisco County 
District Attorney's Office released 
a statement saying that Coach 
Lamont Smith will not be charged 
with any crimes at this time. 
"As a result of the evidence 
obtained from the investigation, 
Mr. Smith will not be charged at this 
time," the statement said. 
Coach Lamont Smith's legal 
counsel has since released the 
following statement. 
"After reviewing all the evidence 
and completing their investigation, 
the San Francisco District Attorney's 
office has discharged the matter 
and has declined to file any charges 
against Coach Smith. An arrest 
in California is not the same with 
being charged with a crime.The San 
relationships that we've made 
with our teammates is probably 
the greatest thing we can get 
out of this. You know the group 
of guys in there, we all fought 
together, and you know the 
outcome wasn't what we wanted, 
but we fought until the very 
end and that's all you can really 
ask for. I love what the coaches 
have done, I love what our team 
has done, and it's been hard but 
we'll make it through, together." 
The Toreros' loss to BYU brings 
their final record to 18-13 (9-10 
WCC) on the year. While Lamont 
Smith's future at USD is unclear, the 
team itself has a strong young core 
of players that should provide a lot 
to look forward to in the future. 
This year, the program's best 
since 2008, proved to be a big 
building year for the Toreros, and is 
perhaps a year that they can build 
on for the future. As for the rest of 
the season, USD can only wait and 
hope for an invite to a postseason 




Francisco District Attorney's office 
has declined to file charges because 
there is insufficient evidence and 
there are no court proceedings." 
Following the release of that 
statement, the University of San 
Diego released the following 
statement. 
"There has been no change 
in Lamont Smith's status with 
the university. He remains on 
administrative leave, and the 
university's investigation of this 
personnel matter is ongoing. Acting 
head coach Sam Scholl will coach 
our team for the remainder of the 
basketball season." 
The future of the USD men's 
basketball team continues to remain 
unclear as new developments 
surface about their head coach. 
"They showed their resolve, we got it down from 
17 to tie the game, they just made a couple plays 
— they beat us. I couldn't be more proud of that 
whole group of 18 young men and tremendous, 
tremendous coaches." 
-Acting head coach Sam Scholl 
Lamont Smith not charged 
New developments regarding Coach Smith reveal 
insufficient evidence in domestic violence case 
Redshirt junior forward Isaiah Pineiro shoots over BYU's Yoeli Childs. Pineiro scored a team-high 21 points in the game. 
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